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Police stepping up enforcement of “Off-Road” and “Golf Cart” vehicle violations.
Dana, IN. — The Dana Police Department will be increasing patrols now for the next couple of months as part of a mobilization from complaints by citizens in Dana. The department will be working overtime to reduce “Off-Road” and “Golf Cart” vehicle violations in an attempt to lessen the chance of injury and property damage.  
The Dana Police Department over the last several weeks has received numerous complaints about several different violations pertaining to “Off-Road” vehicle and “Golf Carts”. 
This press release is to help educate the residents as to the local town ordinance as well as some state laws that pertain to these vehicles.  
“Over the years, we’ve had a few incidents where someone wasn’t following these laws and was either injured or has done damage to others property that could have been prevented,” said Dana Town Marshal Christopher MacLaren. 
Some terms to be aware of:
· “Off-Road Vehicle” – means a motor driven vehicle capable of cross-country travel without benefit of a road or trail, on or immediately over land, water, snow, ice, marsh, swampland, or other natural terrain. 
· “Highway, Road or Right-of-Way” – means the entire width between the boundary lines of every way maintained by and within the jurisdiction of the Town of Dana, when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purpose of vehicular travel. 
· “Golf Cart” – means any four (4) wheeled motor vehicle originally and specifically designed and intended to transport one (1) or more individuals and golf clubs for the purpose of playing the game of golf on a golf course.  
The Town of Dana has a local ordinance that restricts the operation of these vehicles on roadways in town.  
Local Ordinance 2009-1 states that to operate these types of vehicles on any roadway in Dana, you must have the following:
· You must be eighteen (18) years of age and hold a valid Indiana motor vehicle driver’s license (or a valid motor vehicle license from another state) to operate an “off-road” vehicle registered with the Indiana Department of Natural Resources or a “golf cart” over and upon town roads.  
· Any person who operates an “off-road” vehicle or “golf cart” over and upon town roads shall maintain recreational vehicle liability insurance on the minimum amount of One Hundred Thousand ($100,000.00) dollars per person and Three Hundred Thousand ($300,000.00) per occurrence insuring against injury to persons and damage to property arising from the use and operation of such off-road vehicle or golf cart upon town roads. 
· An “Off-Road” vehicle shall not be operated on a town road unless it is duly registered with the Indiana Department of Natural Resources and meets all the standard requirements and regulations set forth in I.C. 14-16-1.  
The State of Indiana requires:
· IC 14-16-1-20Operation on highways and roads

     Sec. 20. (a) Except as provided in IC 9-21-1-3(a)(14) and IC 9-21-1-3.3, an individual may not operate a vehicle required to be registered under this chapter, under IC 9-18-2.5 (before its expiration), or under IC 9-18.1-14 upon a public highway, street, or rights-of-way thereof or on a public or private parking lot not specifically designated for the use of vehicles, except under the following conditions:

(1) A vehicle may be operated on the public right-of-way adjacent to the traveled part of the public highway, except a limited access highway, if there is sufficient width to operate at a reasonable distance off and away from the traveled part and in a manner so as not to endanger life or property.

(2) The operator of a vehicle may cross a public highway, other than a limited access highway, at right angles for the purpose of getting from one (1) area to another when the operation can be done in safety. The operator shall bring the vehicle to a complete stop before proceeding across a public highway and shall yield the right-of-way to all traffic.

(3) Notwithstanding this section, a vehicle may be operated on a highway in a county road system outside the corporate limits of a city or town if the highway is designated for this purpose by the county highway department having jurisdiction.

(4) A law enforcement officer of a city, town, or county or the state may authorize use of a vehicle on the public highways, streets, and rights-of-way within the officer's jurisdiction during emergencies when conventional motor vehicles cannot be used for transportation due to snow or other extreme highway conditions.

(5) A vehicle may be operated on a street or highway for a special event of limited duration conducted according to a prearranged schedule only under permit from the governmental unit having jurisdiction. The event may be conducted on the frozen surface of public waters only under permit from the department.

     (b) An individual less than fourteen (14) years of age may not operate a vehicle without immediate supervision of an individual at least eighteen (18) years of age, except on land owned or under the control of the individual or the individual's parent or legal guardian.

     (c) Except as provided in IC 9-21-1-3(a)(14) and IC 9-21-1-3.3, an individual may not operate a vehicle on a public highway without a valid motor vehicle driver's license.

· IC 14-16-1-21Lights and brakes

     Sec. 21. (a) A vehicle may not be operated between sunset and sunrise unless the vehicle has at least one (1) headlight and one (1) taillight.

     (b) A vehicle may not be operated at any time unless the vehicle has adequate brakes capable of producing deceleration at fourteen (14) feet a second on level ground at a speed of twenty (20) miles per hour.

· IC 14-16-1-33Operation of an off-road vehicle in violation of helmet requirement

     Sec. 33. A person who is:

(1) the owner of an off-road vehicle;

(2) in possession of an off-road vehicle; or

(3) entitled to the possession of an off-road vehicle, whether by reason of legal title, lease, license, rental arrangement, lease with option to purchase, contract of conditional sale, or otherwise;

may not knowingly authorize or permit an individual less than eighteen (18) years of age to operate the off-road vehicle in violation of IC 9-18.1-14-11.

Indiana has a helmet law, which began July 1, 2017 and states that all children under 18 years are required to wear a helmet on or in any Off-Road Vehicle (ORV). This applies to all ORVs, including but not limited to ATVs, UTV, side-by-side vehicles, and dirt bikes. The law applies both to public and private property.
Under the law, owners of ORVs who allow children younger than age 18 to ride their ORV on public or private property without wearing an approved helmet can be charged with a Class C infraction, which carries a maximum penalty of $500.
The goal of the Dana Police Department is to make sure everyone is safe and has a fun summer by means of educating and enforcing laws.  
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